
Professional Reviews of Goldco

Goldco is a precious metals dealer with headquarters in Calabasas, California.  I used three search 
engines to find professional reviews of Goldco.  The idea was to find what an ordinary person would 
see doing a typical internet search.  I ignored any web page that was obviously an advertisement itself.  
I ignored all goldco.com web pages.  I wanted only written professional reviews for this analysis.  This 
process located over thirty reviews. 

1. American Gold Investing
2. Blue Hill Research
3. Blue Hill Research – Best Gold IRA Companies
4. BP Trends
5. BP Trends: Goldco vs. Augusta
6. Business Insider Best Gold IRA
7. Business Insider Goldco Review
8. Consumer Voice / Goldco Review
9. Consumer Voice / Top Gold IRA
10. Consumer Voice / Top Precious Metals IRA
11. Finder.com
12. Fortune.com
13. Go Banking Rates
14. Gold Investing Experts
15. Income Insider
16. Investing In Gold
17. Investors Circle – Best Gold IRA Companies
18. Jerusalem Post
19. MarketWatch
20. Money.com
21. Money.com – Best Gold IRA Companies
22. Moneywise
23. Moneywise.com Best Gold IRAs
24. Msn.com
25. Protect My Savings
26. Rare Metal Blog
27. Rare Metal Blog – Goldco
28. Retirement Investments / Precious Metals
29. Retirement Investments
30. Retirement Living
31. Retirement Living / Best Gold IRA
32. Satori Traders
33. Strateco
34. The Ways to Wealth

https://americangoldinvesting.com/goldco-review/
https://www.thewaystowealth.com/best-gold-iras/
https://www.stratecoinc.com/goldco-review/
https://satoritraders.com/precious-metals/review/goldco/
https://www.retirementliving.com/best-gold-ira-accounts
https://www.retirementliving.com/reviews/goldco-review
https://lp.retirementinvestments.com/goldco-reviews
https://retirementinvestments.com/precious-metals/goldco-review/
https://www.raremetalblog.com/goldco/
https://www.raremetalblog.com/gold-ira-companies/
https://www.protectingmysavings-podcast.com/candace-owens-060724
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/markets/gold-ira-fees-cost/ar-AA1tCDfK
https://moneywise.com/investing/alternative-investments/best-gold-ira
https://moneywise.com/investing/alternative-investments/goldco-review
https://money.com/best-gold-ira-companies/
https://money.com/goldco-gold-ira-review/
https://www.marketwatch.com/press-release/goldco-review-2024-released-623f2b1c
https://www.jpost.com/business-and-innovation/precious-metals/article-820552
https://www.investorscircle.net/best-gold-ira-companies/
https://investingin.gold/goldco-review/
https://incomeinsider.org/goldco-review/
https://www.goldinvestingexperts.com/goldco-review/
https://www.gobankingrates.com/investing/investing-reviews/goldco/
https://fortune.com/recommends/investing/best-gold-ira-companies/
https://www.finder.com/retirement/goldco-review
https://www.consumervoice.org/top-precious-metals-ira
https://www.consumervoice.org/top-gold-ira
https://www.consumervoice.org/goldco-review
https://www.businessinsider.com/personal-finance/investing/goldco-review
https://www.businessinsider.com/personal-finance/investing/best-gold-ira
https://www.bptrends.com/goldco-vs-augusta-precious-metals/
https://www.bptrends.com/goldco-review/
https://bluehillresearch.com/best-gold-ira-companies/
https://bluehillresearch.com/gold-scammer-list/


I then judged each review against ten criteria.  The criteria were chosen to demonstrate whether a 
review serves the investor's interests, or was biased to present an optimistic image to an investor.   

In addition, using the same criteria, I judged Forbes' article (saved 3 July 2025) identifying top gold 
IRAs, which did not include Goldco.    The Forbes results are not included in the pie charts below.

Disclaimer

The following results may contain minor errors.  In addition, some articles have been updated after my 
analysis so that the latest version of the article is different than the version I obtained. 

Criterion 1: Gives return-on-investment, premium, or spread, as percentage or dollar numbers.

Who cares about premium or spread?

Forbes cares.  Or at least Forbes cared as of 3 July 2025.

“While some gold IRA companies are seemingly transparent about their fees, we found that on 
the whole they charge gold prices that run well above the average market price for gold. In our 
analysis, we dubbed this premium “the gold bar spread.” This price premium is almost never 
disclosed by gold IRA companies, and it represents a hidden fee for investors.

During our research, we discovered that the price per ounce for gold bullion varied from $100 
to nearly $650 above the average market price as measured by the COMEX gold futures 
market.

We consider this gold spread to be the clearest indication of the markup charged by gold IRA 
companies, so it weighted heavily in our rankings.” – www.forbes.com/advisor/retirement/best-
gold-iras   (saved 3 July 2025)

https://web.archive.org/web/20250703064841/https://www.forbes.com/advisor/retirement/best-gold-iras/
https://www.forbes.com/advisor/retirement/best-gold-iras
https://www.forbes.com/advisor/retirement/best-gold-iras
https://www.forbes.com/advisor/investing/gold-price/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250703064841/https://www.forbes.com/advisor/retirement/best-gold-iras/
https://www.forbes.com/advisor/retirement/best-gold-iras


The U.S. Commodity Futures Trading Commission advises that you should care.

“Bullion prices are based on the spot market price plus a markup or “premium” of between 5 
percent and 10 percent. However, customers are often encouraged to purchase numismatic coins
with premiums that can range from 40 percent to 200 percent above the spot price. 
...
Compare costs and insist on getting all fees in writing. Share the information with qualified 
advisors and ask for their input. When shopping for a precious metals dealer, start by knowing 
the daily spot price of the metal and comparing premiums.”  – 
www.cftc.gov/LearnAndProtect/AdvisoriesAndArticles/CustomerAdvisory_COVID19Precious
Metals.htm

https://www.cftc.gov/LearnAndProtect/AdvisoriesAndArticles/CustomerAdvisory_COVID19PreciousMetals.htm
https://www.cftc.gov/LearnAndProtect/AdvisoriesAndArticles/CustomerAdvisory_COVID19PreciousMetals.htm


Others give similar advice.  2025_04_21_roi_premium_spread_rev_2026_02_25.pdf 

But only three (9%) of the thirty-four Goldco reviews provided such numbers.

Here are those three reviews.

1. Gives return-on-investment, premium, or
spread, as percentage or dollar numbers.

YES
    9%

 NO
91%

https://macstevens.net/premium-bull/2025_04_21_roi_premium_spread_rev_2026_02_25.pdf


Gold Investing Experts

It appears Gold Investing Experts made approximately 19% return on investment.  But without 
knowing the spread, we don't know for sure.

https://www.goldinvestingexperts.com/goldco-review/


Money.com – Best Gold IRA Companies

Strateco

https://www.stratecoinc.com/goldco-review/
https://money.com/best-gold-ira-companies/


Criterion 2: States Goldco storage fees or setup fees in dollar numbers.

Half the reviews provide numbers for other minor fees.

2. States Goldco storage fees or setup fees in dollar numbers.

YES
 50%

 NO
50%



Criterion 3: Mentions Goldco offers free silver or bonus silver.

A little over half the reviews mentioned bonus silver.

Nothing is free.  Any statement about free silver is incomplete without the overall effect on price.

3. Mentions Goldco offers free silver or bonus silver.

YES
 53%

 NO
47%



Criterion 4: Contains a disclaimer describing how the publisher or author is paid.

Almost all reviews contained a disclaimer about compensation.  Forbes did so as well.

Advertising revenue is a fact of life.  I can't criticize authors for getting paid.

4. Contains a disclaimer describing how the publisher or author is paid.

NO
9%

YES
 91%

https://www.forbes.com/advisor/retirement/best-gold-iras


Criterion 5: Recommends investing with Goldco, or is mostly positive about Goldco.

Only one of the thirty-four reviews was not mostly positive about Goldco. 

Finder.com is the one review.  But it's still somewhat positive.

The rest seemed clearly in favor of Goldco. 

5. Recommends investing with Goldco, or is mostly positive about Goldco.

YES
97%

NO
3%

https://www.finder.com/retirement/goldco-review




Criterion 6: Contains hyperlink to Goldco – either directly to Goldco or to an intermediate page 
serving to bring a customer to Goldco.

Over half the reviews each contained three or more hyperlinks leading to Goldco.  I may have missed 
seeing some hyperlinks, so the number of links may be higher.

6. Contains hyperlink to Goldco – either directly to Goldco or
to an intermediate page serving to bring a customer to Goldco.

2  Links
   26%

1  Link
       12%

No 
Link
  6%

3  Links
  15%

5 Or More 
Links  29%

4  Links
      12%



Criterion 7: Gives reason for customer dissatisfaction.

Only seven (21%) of the thirty-four reviews gave a reason for customer dissatisfaction.

7. Gives reason for customer dissatisfaction.

YES
 21%

NO
79%



Criterion 8: States that Goldco's procedure is easy or simple, or the customer experience is good.

A majority discussed the easy procedure or good customer experience.

I was looking for specific wording regarding procedure or experience.  Several reviews I judged as 
“no”, but maybe could have been considered as “yes” with a more broad interpretation.  

8. States that Goldco's procedure is easy or
simple, or the customer experience is good.

YES
 65%

NO
35%



Criterion 9: States that Goldco's reputation is good according to watchdog organization ratings, 
customer ratings or celebrity endorsements.

Most reviews mentioned Goldco's good reputation and customer ratings.

9. States that Goldco's reputation is good according to watchdog 
organization ratings, customer ratings or celebrity endorsements.

YES
94%

NO
6%



Criterion 10: Describes Goldco as ethical, honest, transparent, or trustworthy.

Over half the reviews praise Goldco's moral character.

Make no mistake, most spoke in favor of Goldco (Criterion 5).  The 47% here were not harshly critical 
of Goldco's character, they just did not praise Goldco for honesty, etc. specifically.

Details
• 2024_11_25_google_online_review_goldco_rev_2026_02_24.pdf
• 2024_12_09_bing_online_review_goldco_rev_2026_02_24.pdf
• 2024_12_23_duckduckgo_online_review_goldco_rev_2026_02_24.pdf

10. Describes Goldco as ethical, honest, transparent, or trustworthy.

YES
53%

Praised
Goldco
in other
ways
47%

https://macstevens.net/premium-bull/2024_12_23_duckduckgo_online_review_goldco_rev_2026_02_24.pdf
https://macstevens.net/premium-bull/2024_12_09_bing_online_review_goldco_rev_2026_02_24.pdf
https://macstevens.net/premium-bull/2024_11_25_google_online_review_goldco_rev_2026_02_24.pdf


10 Described as ethical, honest, transparent or trustworthy

9 Reputation: ratings & endorsements

8 Procedure easy, good customer experience

7 Gives reason for dissatisfaction

6 Hyperlinks to Goldco

5 Mostly positive about Goldco

4 Disclaimer for author payment

3 Free or bonus silver

2 Storage fees or setup fees in dollars

1 ROI, premium, spread in $ or %

# Name

0 Forbes YES NO NO YES NO 0 NO NO NO NO

1 American Gold Investing NO NO NO YES YES 4 NO YES YES YES

2 Blue Hill Research NO NO YES YES YES 6 NO YES YES YES

3 Blue Hill Research – Best Gold IRA Companies NO NO YES YES YES 11 NO YES YES YES

4 BP Trends NO NO YES YES YES > 5 YES YES YES YES

5 BP Trends: Goldco vs. Augusta NO NO NO YES YES 2 NO YES YES YES

6 Business Insider Best Gold IRA NO NO NO YES YES 2 NO NO NO NO

7 Business Insider Goldco Review NO YES YES YES YES 5 NO NO YES NO

8 Consumer Voice / Goldco Review NO NO NO YES YES > 5 NO YES YES YES

9 Consumer Voice / Top Gold IRA NO NO NO YES YES 1 NO NO YES NO

10 Consumer Voice / Top P. M. IRA NO NO NO YES YES 2 NO NO YES NO

11 Finder.com NO YES NO YES NO 1 YES YES YES NO

12 Fortune.com NO NO NO YES YES 2 NO YES YES NO

13 Go Banking Rates NO YES YES YES YES 0 NO NO YES NO

14 Gold Investing Experts YES NO YES YES YES 3 NO YES YES YES

15 Income Insider NO YES NO YES YES > 5 YES YES YES YES

16 Investing In Gold NO NO YES YES YES 8 NO YES YES NO

17 Investors Circle – Best Gold IRA Companies NO YES YES NO YES 3 NO YES YES YES

18 Jerusalem Post NO YES YES YES YES > 5 NO YES YES YES

19 MarketWatch NO YES NO NO YES 0 YES YES YES YES

20 Money.com NO YES YES YES YES 2 YES NO YES NO

21 Money.com – Best Gold IRA Companies YES YES NO YES YES 1 NO YES YES NO

22 Moneywise NO YES YES YES YES 2 NO YES YES YES

23 Moneywise.com Best Gold IRAs NO YES NO YES YES 2 NO NO YES NO

24 Msn.com NO NO NO YES YES 2 NO NO YES YES

25 Protect My Savings NO NO YES NO YES 4 NO YES YES NO

26 Rare Metal Blog NO NO YES YES YES 1 NO NO YES NO

27 Rare Metal Blog – Goldco NO YES YES YES YES 4 NO NO YES YES

28 Retirement Investments / Precious Metals NO YES YES YES YES 10 NO YES YES YES

29 Retirement Investments NO NO NO YES YES 3 NO YES YES YES

30 Retirement Living NO YES NO YES YES 4 NO YES YES NO

31 Retirement Living / Best Gold IRA NO YES YES YES YES > 5 NO NO YES NO

32 Satori Traders NO YES YES YES YES 3 YES YES YES YES

33 Strateco YES NO YES YES YES 3 YES YES YES YES

34 The Ways to Wealth NO YES NO YES YES 2 NO NO NO NO

https://www.thewaystowealth.com/best-gold-iras/
https://www.stratecoinc.com/goldco-review/
https://satoritraders.com/precious-metals/review/goldco/
https://www.retirementliving.com/best-gold-ira-accounts
https://www.retirementliving.com/reviews/goldco-review
https://lp.retirementinvestments.com/goldco-reviews
https://retirementinvestments.com/precious-metals/goldco-review/
https://www.raremetalblog.com/goldco/
https://www.raremetalblog.com/gold-ira-companies/
https://www.protectingmysavings-podcast.com/candace-owens-060724
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/markets/gold-ira-fees-cost/ar-AA1tCDfK
https://moneywise.com/investing/alternative-investments/best-gold-ira
https://moneywise.com/investing/alternative-investments/goldco-review
https://money.com/best-gold-ira-companies/
https://money.com/goldco-gold-ira-review/
https://www.marketwatch.com/press-release/goldco-review-2024-released-623f2b1c
https://www.jpost.com/business-and-innovation/precious-metals/article-820552
https://www.investorscircle.net/best-gold-ira-companies/
https://investingin.gold/goldco-review/
https://incomeinsider.org/goldco-review/
https://www.goldinvestingexperts.com/goldco-review/
https://www.gobankingrates.com/investing/investing-reviews/goldco/
https://fortune.com/recommends/investing/best-gold-ira-companies/
https://www.finder.com/retirement/goldco-review
https://www.consumervoice.org/top-precious-metals-ira
https://www.consumervoice.org/top-gold-ira
https://www.consumervoice.org/goldco-review
https://www.businessinsider.com/personal-finance/investing/goldco-review
https://www.businessinsider.com/personal-finance/investing/best-gold-ira
https://www.bptrends.com/goldco-vs-augusta-precious-metals/
https://www.bptrends.com/goldco-review/
https://bluehillresearch.com/best-gold-ira-companies/
https://bluehillresearch.com/gold-scammer-list/
https://americangoldinvesting.com/goldco-review/
https://www.forbes.com/advisor/retirement/best-gold-iras/


Conclusion

Compensation disclosure (Criterion 4) seemed like a red flag at first.  Now it seems to be a helpful 
notice.

In general, the reviews emphasize free silver (Criterion 3), customer experience (Criterion 8), and 
reputation and ratings (Criterion 9).  Many praise Goldco's honesty and transparency (Criterion 10).  
Most are strongly in favor of Goldco (Criterion 5) and have handy links to get you started with Goldco 
(Criterion 6).   

The reviews fall short in describing reasons for customer dissatisfaction (Criterion 7).  They provide 
numbers for minor fees (Criterion 2), but give hardly any numbers for return on investment, premium, 
or spread (Criterion 1).  This is in contrast to Forbes (saved 3 July 2025), CFTC, and others which 
emphasize premium and spread, but don't mention Goldco.

Written by Mac Stevens May 16, 2025
Revised 2026/05/28

https://www.cftc.gov/LearnAndProtect/AdvisoriesAndArticles/CustomerAdvisory_COVID19PreciousMetals.htm
https://macstevens.net/premium-bull/2025_04_21_roi_premium_spread_rev_2026_02_25.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20250703064841/https://www.forbes.com/advisor/retirement/best-gold-iras/
https://www.forbes.com/advisor/retirement/best-gold-iras

